FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

AMAP To Honor Polymer Modified Asphalt Pioneer Willem Vonk
Avon, OH (December 13, 2018) -- The Association of Modified Asphalt Producers (AMAP) will honor Mr.
Willem Vonk with its Lifetime Achievement Award and induction into its Modified Asphalt Hall of Fame
at AMAP’s 20th Anniversary Conference in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida from February 5 -7, 2019. The
ceremony and reception in Vonk’s honor will be held Wednesday, February 6th at the Pier Sixty-Six
Hotel.
In addition, Vonk will present a seminar on the history of asphalt modification as one of the selections in
the workshop program on Tuesday. In this presentation, Willem will trace the timeline of asphalt
modification from the mid-nineteenth century until the present and give his thoughts about future
developments.
About Vonk
The use of polymers to enhance the performance of asphalt became more common during the second
half of the 20th century, and Willem Vonk began his career as an asphalt technician with Shell Research
in the Netherlands at the dawn of this period. While working for Shell, Vonk earned his chemical
engineering degree in 1972.
During his 50-year career in asphalt with a division in Shell that later became Kraton Polymers, Vonk
played an integral role in shaping the global understanding and direction of polymer synthesis and
application methodology for asphalt modification. Most of his work contributed to the understanding of
the fundamentals of asphalt binder adhesion properties, asphalt emulsion technologies and
modification of roofing membranes.
Vonk’s most recent work on proprietary high vinyl block copolymers includes finding its use in asphalt
products. Vonk’s efforts have led to numerous asphalt and polymer process and use patents on
technologies which are still used today.
Vonk has written numerous journal articles and has presented work at technical conferences in all parts
of the world. In 2002, he was honored by his peers in the polymer industry with the Technical Award of
the International Institute of Synthetic Rubber Producers (IISRP) for his pioneering work on polymer
modified bitumen.
Currently, Vonk is retired and lives in the Netherlands. He continues to share his extensive knowledge on
polymer modification of asphalt by presenting at industry conferences throughout the world.

CONTACT:
Jim Sattler, Executive Director
Association of Modified Asphalt Producers
Phone: 330-714-4117

Maina Tran, Conference Marketing Associate
Association of Modified Asphalt Producers
Phone: 508-904-0254
###

